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—Exmo Sr.—La victoria acom-! ¥y 23 coficiales

rafa al ¢jército: en este momen-
to que son las ocho de la maiia-
ma acaba de cousegrir la mas com
pleta y gloriosa que perpetuard
su memoria —Como  anuncié 4
V. E. en 27 del proximo pasada
2l comuniarle la toma de esta
Civdad, esperaba la primera bri
gida de irfanieria pars obrar de.
sididamente scbre la firtaleza del
Alamo; pero no padiendo llegar
todos les  cuerpos de que se com-
pone, lo verificaron doblando mar
¢has, tres baiallcnes, Zapadores,
Aldimay Toluca, entr: cuya fuer
24, la de Mat.moros, Jimenes y
Ban Lois Potosi, pude escoger,
eeptuando reclutas, 1400 ivf ntes.
Dividides  estes en cuatro colum
has 'y u-a reserva, segun indica
la orden ganeral de ayer que en
copia acomp:iio 4 V E., se em
prendio el wsalto & las cinco de
la mahona, esperimentandise la
mas ost nady resistencia, de ma
pera que ourd la lu.ha mas de
hora y medis, hibiendo sido pre
ciso emplear hasta la reserva.—El|
cuudro que presentaba esta lucha
era  estraodinario; los  hombres
pelearon individualmerte, y cada
aino se disputaba acciowres de herois
wmo: 21 piezas de artilleiia encmi
ga que se jugaban cen wda des
teza, ¢l vivo fuepo de fucileria

, cuya perdida la
hacen menos sensible Ia Justa
causa que se sostiene, pues es un
deber del militar mexicano morir
en defensa de los derechos de la
nacion; y todosse hallan dispues
tos por tan carcs objetos 4 cual

quiera sacrificio, sin permitir ja-
mas que estrangeres, sea cual
fuese su prosedencia, insulten &
la patria y cercenen su territorio.
— Oportunamente remitiere el detall
de tan impcriante trinnfo, con
cluyendo ahora con felicitar & la
nacion y 4 S E. el presidente
interino, @ cuyo conocimiento se
servira V. E. elevarlo —EIl por

tador conduce una de las bande

ras de los batailones enemigos to-
mada en este dia, para que por
ella se vean mejor los verdaderos
designios de los traidores colonos,
y sus  ccoperadores venidos de
los puertos de los Estados Unidos
del Norte'—Dios y libertad Cuar
tel general de Bijar, Marzo 6 de
1836 — Antonio Lopez de San

ta- Anva ~— Los' adjuntos docu-
wentos  se  encontraron en la
bolsa del comandante del fuerte del
Alamo, qre diijo 4 V. E. para
que los ponga tambien en cono

cimiento del Exmo. Sr. Presiden-
te intirivo y se haga de ellos el
uso que se crea conveniente — An

que perecia ilumivar €l awterier
de la fortificacion, y los ﬁ»z(:sl
y murailas, no feeron osiaculos
para losir pvidos mejicanos; com
pieron cowo valientes, y son dig
ves de toda la cousideracion del
Supreme Gobierno y de la gra-
titnd de sws compatriotss, quedd,
tn ﬁ"- !
y potados entre sus fozos
air 1ch rowientos mas de 600 ca-

i» furtaleza €n nuestio vo l
€r covu aruilida, parque, &, !

4

trvio Lopez de Nanta - Anna.—
Exmo. Sr. Secretario  de guoerra
v marina general D. Jusé Maria
Toruel.

Ejercito de Operaciones —
Orden general del dia 5 de Mar
z0 de 1836, & las dos de la tar
de. —Reservada para los Genera-
les, Gefes de sesiones y Coman
dantes de cuerpos —Siendo nece
sario obrar decisivamente sobre
los enemigos que defienden la for-
taleza del Alamo, ha dispuesto el

daveics, todos estrangercs, y en| Exmo. Sr. geweral en Gefe que
las inmedizciones un crecido vd | para mehana 4 las cuatro de elln
mero que no se ha podido €xa- | queden sitwadas las columnas de
mivar, y que queriendo  escaparawque 4 tiro de fucil de sus pri

de las bailonetas de la isfanteria
fueron @ caer bzjo los sables de
i cuballeria, que hize situar en
paréje & proposite.  Puedo, pues,
aregurar, que wuy pocos habran
fi.do A noticiar el sucero 4 sus com-
peberos. - Kotwre dichos cadaveres se
encueniran el del primero y seouondo
g+ fe de los enemigos Bowi y T'rawis,
coroneles que se ttalaban, el de
igual graduaciaon Croket, y todos
los dewas gefes y oficiales que por-
taban Cespachos de la comvencion
Por nuesira parte, ba habido como

'mf ros atrincheramientos, para en-
!prender el asaito que ha de veri-
{ficarse & la sen+] que mandara
{hacer S. E. con vna corneta desde
{la bateria del Norte.—La prime-
ira columna la mandara el Sr Ge
{neral D. Martin Perfecto Cos, y
{en su defrcto serd mandada por
‘mi—El batallen permaneste de
Aldama excepto la compsiia de
|granaderos, compundré esta pri-
| mera columna, y las tres primeras
‘compaiias del Activo de S1a Luis.
—La segunda la mavdara el Sr.

70 muertos y 300 herides, contan- {coronel D. Francisco Duque,
guse culie unus y otros 2 gefes en sa defecto El general D. Ma-

nuel Feroandez Castrillon.—El
batallon -activo de Toluca, exep-
to la compaia de granaderos, com
pond 4 esta segunda columna, y
las tres restantes compaiias de fa
cileros del activo de San Luis.
—La tercera la mandara el Sr
ceronel D. José Maria Romero,
v en su defecto el Sr. corenel D
Mariano Salas.—Las compaiiias
de fucileros, en toda su fuerza,
de los batallones permanentes Ma
temoros y Jimenes, compondran
esta columna.—I a cuarta, la man
dard el Sr coronel D. Jnan Me
rales, y en su defecto el Sr coro-
nel D. Jusé Mifign —La compon-
drd, las companias de cazadores
de los batallones permaventes Mata
moros y Jimenes, y activo de Sam
Luuis.—I.0s lugares por donde de-
ben atacar dichas columnas, las
designard el General en Gefe o-
portunamente, y entonces recibirén
los gefes sus instrucciones.—La
reserva la conpondrd el batallon
de Zapadores y las cinco com-:
penias de granaderos de les ba-
tallones permanentes Matamoros
Jimenes y Aldama y las de lo»
Activos de Toluca y San Luis.—
Esta reserva serd mandada por
el mismo general en gefe en el
menento del atague; pero la reu-
nicn de estas fuerzas la verificard
el Sr. Coronel D. Agustin Amat,
& cuyas ordees quedarén desde es-
ta tarde, para conduvirlas & donde
tambien se le designard — La pri-
mera columna llevaré diez escalas,
dos barretas y dos hachas, igual
nimero la segunda, seis la tercera
y dos la cuarta.—Los individuos.
que conduzcan las escal s, pondrdn:
el fusil & la espalda, para que en-
teramente se ocupen de situarlas:
aonde fuesen necesarias —Las com
pafiias de granaderos y casadores.
nén municionadas & seis paraday
por plaza, y & cnatro las de tuciles
ros, y dos piedras de reserva.—
Estos no llevardn capotes, fraza-
das ni cosa alguna que les impi-
da waniobrar con rapidéz, yen el
dia quedardn todos los morreones
con barbiquejos, de lo que cuida-
rén mucho los comandautes de los
cuerpos, asi como que vaya la tre-
pa calzada con zspato ¢ cacle.
Las tropas que deben componer la
culumna de awaqoe, se acostardn
@ dormir & la oracion de la noche,
pues que d las doce de ella haude
empezar hacer sus movimienitos, —
Los reclutas que no esten bien
expertos, quedaran en los cuarteiss.
—El armamento deberd ir en el
mejor estado, particularmeute lag

Exerpt from La Opinion No. 128 (April 1), detailing the fall of the Alamo
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1836: Documenting the Texas Revolution from San Luis Potosi

On January 2, 1836, when President and General of the Mexican Army Antonio Lopez de
Santa Anna marched north to confront the burgeoning Texas rebellion, few cities in Mexico were
more invested in the outcome, both literally and figuratively, than San Luis Potosi. Not only was
it Santa Anna’s staging ground--the place where he would launch his invasion of Texas--but it was
here that he had gathered, equipped, and organized his force of more than 6000 troops. What was
more, he had raised funds by coercing its town council to offer him a 10,000-peso loan, then
negotiated private loans of 400,000 pesos from two of its leading citizens. Thus it is little surprise
that San Luis followed the unfolding events in Texas so closely, and that for the duration of the
conflict its only contemporary newspaper, the weekly La Opinion, periodico oficial del gobierno
superior de San Luis Potosi, covered all aspects of the war and its aftermath.

= — o el

TRIUNFO SOBRE LOS COLONOS DE TEJAS.

Here we are pleased to offer this remarkable record of the revolution, an almost unbroken
run of La Opinion for the entire year of 1836, perhaps the most significant twelve months in Texas
history. Spanning from January 1 through December 15, including 49 issues and 6 extras--many
of which are unique--this is the most extensive known run of La Opinion for 1836, lacking only
six issues. And since the lone contemporary paper published in Texas, the Telegraph and Texas
Register, did not operate from March 24 to August 2, rare Mexican newspapers such as La Opinion
are essential primary sources for documenting these crucial months of the war. We have located
only six institutions holding any copies of this title, and we trace no comparable run of any
other 1836 Mexican newspaper ever offered in the history of the trade.

PRELUDE AT GONZALES

The first American citizen granted permission to settle a colony in Texas was Connecticut
native Moses Austin, whose son Stephen would later come to be known as the Father of Texas. In
1820, Moses traveled from St. Louis--where both his lead mine and bank had failed--to the frontier
post of San Antonio, where he convinced the Spanish Crown to reinstate the empresario system in
eastern Tejas, then a sparsely populated part of New Spain. Under this framework, an empresario
was an individual given the right to settle on land in exchange for recruiting colonists and providing
for the local defense. Moses returned to Missouri to recruit 300 families, but died of pneumonia
in June 1821 before seeing his scheme to completion. Prior to his death, he passed his empresarial
title to Stephen, who having few opportunities in Missouri himself, traveled to San Antonio to take
up his father’s grant. Austin learned along the trip that Mexico had declared its independence from
Spain, that Tejas had become part of the new Mexican state of Coahuila y Tejas, and that the new
Mexican state refused to recognize his title. Austin eventually regained the empresario and began
to advertise for colonists in New Orleans newspapers. Not until 1825 would he successfully settle
the required 300 families in his Austin Colony, but by 1830 another 25,000 had joined these Old
Three Hundred across the sprawling territory. Most of Austin’s settlers had immigrated from the
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American South, bringing with them the institution of slavery despite strong opposition from the
new Mexican government. The inevitable flash point came in 1835.

For most of the decade, Austin had worked to maintain a fragile peace between the Mexican
state and his Texas colonists, who chafed under the rule of the First Republic and its string of failed
governments. In January 1834, with the mistaken belief that Austin was pressing for independence
and stirring his colonists to rebellion, government authorities had him arrested in Saltillo and taken
to Mexico City, where he would remain in prison or under house arrest until August 1835. Shortly
after Austin’s arrest, former president and military general Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna staged a
coup that overthrew the First Mexican Republic, replacing it and its federalist Constitution of 1824
with the conservative Centralist Republic of Mexico. Choosing to rule from behind the scenes, he
had his ally and fellow soldier-politician Miguel Barragan installed as interim president in January
1835. During the next several months, federalist rebellions and separatist movements would break
out across eastern and northern Mexico, including in Yucatan, Tabasco, Zacatecas, and Coahila y
Tejas. For Austin’s colonists, the end of the federalist system was troubling enough, but Coahila’s
new state constitution also promised an immediate end to slavery.

On October 2, a detachment of Mexican soldiers marched on Gonzales, Texas, to reclaim
a cannon loaned to its colonists four years earlier to assist in their defense against Comanche Indian
raids. As word spread, more than 140 members of the Texas militia gathered to resist. Shots were
exchanged throughout the night and into the following day, resulting in the deaths of two Mexican
soldiers. Outgunned and outnumbered, the government troops eventually withdrew--without the
cannon--to San Antonio de Béxar, about 70 miles to the west. Although the skirmish was of little
practical significance, its symbolic power can hardly be overstated. As Austin himself would write
just two days later, “War is declared against military despotism. Public opinion has proclaimed it
with one united voice. The campaign has opened” (in Paddock 1922: 122). After receiving news
of the fight at Gonzales, the brother-in-law of Santa Anna, General Martin Perfecto de Cos, moved
with 500 troops from Goliad to San Antonio. Austin followed with his militia, and on October 11
laid siege to Cos and his forces there. Meanwhile, colonists from across Texas met at San Felipe
de Austin to form a political gathering, known as the Consultation, charged with organizing a new
government. Sam Houston was appointed commander of the Texian Army, while Henry Smith
was elected governor. Over the objections of the pro-independence Smith, the delegates voted to
remain a part of Mexico, but only under the 1824 Constitution. The Texians’ siege at Béxar held
until December 9, when Cos and his men surrendered; Austin let them withdraw on condition that
they not further oppose the Constitution. Following Cos’s retreat, there was not a single Mexican
garrison left in Texas, leading many colonists to think the war was over.

Santa Anna thought differently. Having taken on dictatorial powers with the overthrow of
the 1824 Constitution, he had begun styling himself the Napoleon of the West, and having nothing
but contempt for the rebels, he resolved to personally deliver a punishing blow. He stepped down
as president and assumed command of the army, leaving Mexico City on November 28 for San
Luis Potosi. Here he gathered more than 6000 troops and prepared to march them north, in the
dead of winter, across 800 miles of the Chihuahuan desert to Béxar. On December 30, only a week
before he departed from San Luis, his defense minister--Jose Maria Tornel--issued a proclamation
from Mexico City that all foreigners fighting on behalf of Texas would be treated as pirates and
shown no quarter if apprehended: “extranjeros que desembarcaran en algun puerto de la Republica
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al Num. 124 dela Opinion.

TRIUNFO SOBRE LOS COLONOS DE TEJAS.

SAN LUIS POTOSI MARZO 10 DE 1836.
——- PN R O3 O 3B OB I —— e

Por extraordinario llegado anoche del
Fjército de operaciones se han recibido las no-
ticias siguientes.

COPIA DE CARTA PARTICULAR,
San Patricio Febrero 27 de 1836.

han dado.

Tengo sin embargo el sentimiento de que
me mataron & un valiente dragon y me hirie-
ron & un sargento y tres dragones.

Ahora me ocupo en buscar al Dr. Grant
que parece se halla con 50 rifl-ros y ne se que
numero de mexicanos por las mediaciones de
Mier segun los informes gque be tenido.

M.s despacio daré 4 V. E. un parte cir-

8r G neral D. Francisco Vital Fer

C smpaiiero muy qrerido.—Despues de
largas jurnadas hechss dia y de noche y entre un
fueite norie, queaun nis molesta, logré atscar
#qui 4 los enemigos, cuyo resultado verd V. por
el parte que doy & nuestro general en gefe y que
en copia le acompaiio. Higame V. favor de
§0~nerlo en conocimiento del supremo ( obierno.

0 no puedo escribir mas por que estoy hecho
mil pedazos.

Sin mas lugar se repite su compafiero gue
lo ama.—José Urrea.

P. D.—Tambien les cogi la bandera.

——

PARTE OFICIAL.

Fjercito de operaciones.— Division sobre Go-
lied.—Ecsmo Sr.—Por las noticias que tube des
pues de mi salida de Matamoros entendi que los
Colonos subleyados que se hallaban en este punto,
e ocupaban de reunir caballada para conducirla
é Goliad, con ¢l objeto d= hacer svs correrias®
Hice un esfuerzo, venci todas las dificultades y
forzando tres dias y noches la maicha logré
llegar hoy al amanecer 4 esta Villa, con solo cien
hombres de la caballeria: atagqué al enemigo
que se defondia con firmera en las casas que le
servian de Cuartel, pero en ellas mismas queda-
yon diez y seis muertos, y veiste um prisi

iado, concluyendo por ahora con mani-
f-starle que todos los individuos que componen
esta division arden en entuciasmo por el sostén
de Jos sagrados derechos de la Nacion.
Me es muy grato repetir 4 V. E. las se-
guridades de mi respeto y apracio.
Dios y libertad. Villa de San Patricio,

Febrero 27 de 1836.—Jose Urres.~Exmo St.’

Presidente D. Antonio Lopez de Sana Aana,
General en Gefe del Ejercito de operacioues.
J Es copia.—Urrea.

Apenas se presentan las tropas M-jicanas
al frente de los colovos de Tejas, cuando el
triunfo es seguro sobre ellos. Vedlos, Potusinos
ataeados dentro de los mismos Puchlos que in-
tewtan robar & la Repiiblica Mejicana: ved'os,
cobardes en sus propias trincheras fugarse ver-
gonzosamente 6 ceder & los golpes del soldado
de Ja Patria, que pelea por orgu lo, por deber,
por el decoro de una causa toda nacional —
Esos valientes que ameuwazaban con rifl-s y sim-
patias & la misma Capital de la Repiblica, que
se crefan en los delirios de su imaginacion con
recursos para emprender la conquista de Meji-
co, ceden & la vista de las armas nacionales,
Las nperaciones militares seguiran adelanee y el
exito ya se snuncia por lo que consiguen secciongs
tan corias del Ejército. Acaso hay Mejicanos que

s s

ros inclusos tres heridos; y entre unos y otros
vari '3 oficiales, asi como entre los segundos se
hallan cince mejicanos. Quedaron en mi po-
der las armas y cosa de cien caballos.

Tengo el gusto de poner en conocimien-
to de V. E. este wiunfo de las armas de la Na-
cion que aunque pequeiio ha hecho conocer &
nuestros engreidos y despreciables enemigos el
walor y desicion de los soldados mexicanos, pues
como leones se arrojaron sobre sus fuegos y en
un to Jos desp on sin que haya es-
capado ninguno de los que en aquel acto se ha
yavan en la Villa, segun Jlos avisos que se me

or p con los colonos vean los
trinofos de la Patria cou sentimiento. lofe-
lices! Borre ella su nombre del catalogo
de sus hijos, y celoquese en el de los infames
y traidores. Nuestras divisiones interiores, nues-
tros wutuos resentimientos jamés autorizarén una
causa que destruye el decoro y los interescs nacio-
nales. Elegid. Enemigos de la administracion
presente, otra arma menos infame para combatir-
la, que el sostén de la guerra de Tejas: elegid
causa que os degrade menos, que os aleje la nota
de traidores piiblicos, y no condene vuestro nom-
bre, y memoria al odio y la execracion nacional.—

Jmprenta del Gobierno, & cargo del Ciudadano José Maria Infante.
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o penetraran en ella, armados y con objeto de atacar nuestro territorio, seran tratados y castigados
como piratas.” Meant to dampen the Texian’s fervor, the now infamous Tornel Decree was instead
a fuel that turned the spark at Gonzales into the conflagration at San Jacinto.

BEXAR AND THE ALAMO

Santa Anna led his army out of San Luis Potosi on January 2. After a grueling march of
more than six weeks, during which the Mexican force--now numbering perhaps 8000 men--faced
brutal winter storms and half-rations, they finally began crossing the Rio Grande into South Texas
by February 15. Eight days later, the first of Santa Anna’s troops reached Béxar and discovered
the Texian rebels barricaded behind the walls of its old Alamo mission, which with its adjoining
fortified compound sprawled across three acres. In the weeks since General Cos had relinquished
Béxar to Austin’s militia, the Texians had labored steadily to improve the compound’s ramshackle
defenses, including building a catwalk along the walls. Even so, the Alamo was only intended to
withstand short attacks from Native American raids, not an assault by a large force equipped with
artillery. Moreover, the Texians barely numbered 250 men, and were perhaps as few as 180, far
from what was needed to adequately defend the Alamo’s 1300-foot perimeter.

Back in early January, the Alamo’s acting commander, Col. James Neill, had written to the
provisional government and to Sam Houston seeking additional men and supplies. Houston, who
was struggling to organize the Texian Army, could spare little of either, but instead sent Col. James
Bowie and 30 men to retrieve the Alamo’s 20 cannon--all but one of which were left behind by
Cos--and to destroy the complex to prevent its falling back into Mexican hands. Soon after arriving
at Béxar, however, Bowie agreed with Neill that defending the old fort was essential to the Texian
cause and refused his order from Houston to destroy it. On February 11, Neill had left the fort to
recruit defenders from the surrounding countryside, leaving 26-year-old Lt. Col. William Travis
to command in his stead. The other defenders voted to put the older and more experienced Bowie
in charge, such that the two men ultimately shared command of the fort. During the second week
of February, morale was bolstered by the arrival of former congressman David Crockett, then one
of the most famous men in America. An anti-Jacksonian who had just lost his bid for reelection
to a candidate of the Jacksonian machine, he had made his way from Tennessee to San Antonio de
Béxar with the aim of rekindling both his personal and political fortunes. Offered a commission
at once (with his age and military experience he would have outranked any man at the Alamo), he
offered that he would be honored to serve instead as a simple private. Despite pleas from Travis
and Bowie, no more than a trickle of reinforcements would arrive in time to help them hold the
old garrison. The Alamo’s defenders were on their own.

The Texians realized neither how rapidly Santa Anna was approaching nor the size of his
force until February 23, when Mexican troops were nearly within sight of the garrison. Santa Anna
immediately laid in a siege and began bombarding the Alamo with long guns and howitzers placed
well beyond the reach of Texian volleys. Things were progressing well for Santa Anna’s campaign
beyond his own siege, as well. At San Patricio, halfway between Béxar and Matamoros, General
José Urrea twice launched devastating surprise attacks on a Texian force under Dr. James Grant
and Frank Johnson that was charging south in an ill-advised foray to take Matamoros (a strategy
opposed by Sam Houston himself). Urrea surprised Johnson’s half of the force, about 40 men, as
they slept at San Patricio on February 27, killing 16 and taking 21 captive, though Johnson escaped
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toward Refugio. Then three days later Urrea caught Grant’s detachment as they were returning to
San Patricio, killing 40--including Grant--and taking six more as prisoners, as well as all of their
munitions, supplies, and horses. Urrea sent notice of his victories to Santa Anna and asked what
he should do with his prisoners. Foreshadowing what was to come, the commander replied that
Tornel’s decree and thus Mexican law was clear: there were to be no prisoners, they would make
an example of the Texians for other would-be rebels. Urrea should kill them all.

Urrea’s lightning strikes spurred Santa Anna to make his move against the Alamo. By the time he
learned of the Mexican victories at San Patricio, the Texian defenses at Béxar had been under constant
bombardment for nearly ten days, and many of his closest officers believed that the collapse of the
old fort’s walls was imminent. What was more, the siege had cut the garrison off from any hope
of fresh supplies or reinforcements. With a bit more patience, there would be no need to launch a
full assault; they could wait instead for the rebels’ inevitable surrender. But Santa Anna perceived
Urrea’s bold strokes as a threat to his personal role as vanquisher-in-chief. For that he needed not
an uninspiring surrender but glorious victory in battle. He would take the Alamo by force, even if
doing so came with the cost of needless casualties among his own ranks.

On the night of March 4, Santa Anna held a council of war with his staff where he declared
his intention to end the siege and storm the fort. Several officers meekly questioned the timing of
this shift in strategy, but opposition was short lived. Soldiers received their orders the following
afternoon: at four o’clock the next morning, March 6, the army would make its move. Inside the
Alamo, some of the Texians were pressing Travis to seek terms of surrender. Bowie, his nominal
co-commander, had fallen ill a few days earlier and was confined to his bed with raging fever and
delirium, leaving Travis to make such decisions alone. In his earlier letters to Sam Houston and
the provisional government he had famously proclaimed “Victory or Death!,” so it is unlikely that
the young officer would have seriously considered the possibility of surrender. Moreover, he knew
well enough that Santa Anna would surely reject any terms that spared their lives. So instead he
placed his hope in the possibility that reinforcements might still arrive in time, for if not, they had
little chance of holding back a full assault. The Texians slept as Santa Anna’s four columns slipped
silently into their positions on each side of the fort--east, west, north, and south. Then a bugle call
sounded at dawn, and with roars of “Viva Santa Anna! Viva Mexico!” the Mexican army launched
itself against the garrison and its unsuspecting sentries.

It should have been a massacre, a total rout. That it was something more is testament to
the Texians’ remarkable tenacity and fervor in the face of their own destruction. Santa Anna hurled
hundreds of his poorly trained, forced conscripts against the battlements of the Alamo, and scores
were cut down by its cannon and artillery, which the quickly roused colonists had leapt to at the
sound of that first bugle blast. But the numbers were overwhelming--at least 2000 Mexican troops
against what was probably fewer than 200 defenders. In less than an hour the attackers breached
the outer walls. What followed was thirty minutes of almost unimaginable hand-to-hand combat
from building to building, room to room, all the way to the doors of the mission chapel itself--that
part of the Alamo that still maintains an iconic place in Texas history. Inside, the last defenders
were cut down, and Santa Anna could claim his victory. Travis had died early in the melee, killed
instantly by a shot to the head during fierce fighting on the northern parapet. Bowie died in his
bed, though accounts vary as to whether he was capable of defending himself. The circumstances
of Crockett’s death have long been the subject of debate. Some reports claim that he was killed in
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DE SAN LUIS POTO !

Viernes 1 © de Abril de 1836

£ periodico, dostiia prcipilineite para las Antoridades, y eapleados ds Dy

tw, Bald¥a' 6s Viorios wecuis sowana: so reciben susortet®

Sou on 1 Capitay, ev 1n |mpranta dol mismo, a ragon de atro r2alos por mes, y {uora ou las Administraciones do rontas a razou do seis  irauco do
porto ——Las parsonas que guston favorecerlo con sus 90 _sorviran di it

"BEPARTAMENTO DE TEJAS.

" Ejército de Operaciones*

El General en Gef del ejér-
eito de operaciones de la Republica
Mexicana, & los habitantes de
Tejas.

iCIUDADANOS! Las cau-
‘#as que han conducido £ esta
frontera & una parte del Ejécito
M- xicaro, no os son desconoci-
das: atrevidos aventureros prote
gidos malignamente por habitan
tes de la repdblica vecina, osa
ron invadir nuestro territorio pa-
ra repartirse los fertiles terrenos
gne componen el dilatado Depar
wmento de Tejas, y amenazaban
llegar hasta la Capital de 1. Rz
pablica: era necesariu coutener y
castizar tamaia osadia, y ya en
S. Patricio, y Lipautlitan, y esta
Ciudad se han presentado ején-
plares consiguientes 4 tanta teme-
ridad.

No quisiera haber =ncontrado
entre los nombres de tales aventu
reros, los de algunos colonos &
quienes se les habian dispensado re
petidos beneficios, sin que tubie-
ran motivo alguno de quejs con-
tra el gobierno de su patria adop
tiva: estos ingratos necesariamente
deberdn tambien sufrir el condig-
no castigo que demanda la justi
cia, para:sstisficer 4 la vindicta pé-
blica. Mas si esto es debido, no
lo es menos = protejer al inocente:
asi que lo: habitantes de este suelo,
sean del origen que fucren, que no
se hayaren innodados en tan ioi-
<ua rebelion, serdn respetados en
sus personas y propievades, presen
sandose dentro de ocho dias des

5 ‘;)un de llegadas las tropas 4 sns

coaducta, y recibir el documento
que asegure & cada uno en el goce
que le pertenece.

{ Bejareiics; Regresad & vaes
tros hogares, y ocupans d= vues
tros quehaceres domesticos: vues
tra ciudad, y la fortalesa del Als
mn son ya guarnecidas por el
Ejército de la Ropiiblica com
puesto de vuestros compatriotas,
y estad seguros que ninguna re
union da estrangeros volverd 4 in
terrumpir vuestros repozo, ni ata
car vuestra existencia y propiedades
el Gubierno Supremo os ha tomado
baj su procteccion, y veiarapor
vuestro bien.

iHabitantes de Tejas! Os he
manifestado las drdenes que viene
& practicar el ejercito de opera
ciores que tengo el honor de man
dar, yen tal councepto, nada tie
nen los buenbs que temer: cum
plid siempre con los deberes ae
Ciudadanos M:xicanos, y esperad
la proteccion y benefi-io de las
leyes, seguros de que jamas ten
dreis motivos de arrepentimiento,
como os lo promete, & nombre
de los Supremos poderes de la
Nacion, vuestro amigo. Cuartel
general de B jar Marzo 7 de 1836.
— Antoniv Lopez de Santa Anna.

e — ———————
GOBIERNO GENERAL.

Secreurm de Justicia y
Negocios Eclesiasticos.—Circular,
Exmo. Sr—Con el fin de evitar
contestaciones, demoras y ewmba
raros que sulen ocurrir al veri-
ficarse las ejecucioner de justicia
de los reos paisanos jurgados por

la ley de 29 de cetubre del i

la jurisdizion militar, co.firme él

establecimientos, para justificar su | Proximo pasado, ha tenido a bien

e
 resolver el Kxmo sr. Presidente
interino por punto general —[ -2
! Que cuando algun reo de aquelia
clase se consigne & la:jurisdicion
ordinaria, para la ejecucion de la
pena capital, con arréglo a a
real orden de 30 de Junio -de
1815, ucberd disponer el jues res-
petivo de primera instancia por
via. de auxilio, todo lo necesario
para llevar & efecty la sentencia,
poniendose de acaerdo con la au-
toridad  politica para las providen-
cias de policia.y seguridad que
Se crean couveniente:; y que es-
ta uluma obre sola en los casos
en que las ejecuciones se hayan
de hacer por los Kiscales mili-
tares en los reos de su fuero —
2.2 Que en. las Cindades Pue-
blus y lugires donde bubiere
varios Juzces de primera intan-
cia se observe eatre ellos un ri-
goroso turno de antigiedad para
encargarse de tales actos.—3. 3
Que a fia de evitar que estos
espela'cuhn s€ co.viertan en pa-
seo O diversion, publica, distra~
_)endo.é los concarrentes  por mu-
cho tiempo de sus ccupuciones g
trabajos, se procuren disponer las
e}lierucionn lo mas temprano po-
sA:ble, de modo que queden prac-
ticadas 4 las nueve de la mufas
na.—Y tengo el honor de decip-
lo 4 V. K. de suprema  orden
para sa iuteligencia y efectos co-
rrespondientes, acempanandole cos
pia _de la real orden que se cita.

Dios y libertad Mexico 22 de
Marzo | de 1826 —Jousé de lrur-
|bide.—Exmo Sr Gubervador del
{ Departamento de S.n Lais Patosi.
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SECRETARIA DE GUERRA
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fighting between the chapel and a barracks; others claim that he was captured with several others
near the end of the assault and that Santa Anna stood watching as Mexican soldiers cut him down
with their swords. What is known with near certainty is that there were no survivors among the
Texians. Yet Santa Anna’s direct attack on the Alamo cost him dearly--nearly 600 soldiers either
dead or wounded. At the time such losses might have seemed sustainable, and perhaps even worth
the glory of having defeated the rebel colonists in such dramatic fashion. In little more than six
weeks, though, they would play no small part in deciding Santa Anna’s own fate.

TEXIAN INDEPENDENCE AND THE GOLIAD CAMPAIGN

While the Alamo was still under Santa Anna’s siege, the Convention of 1836 was getting
underway about 175 miles to the east at Washington-on-the-Brazos. The provisional government
had called for a convention the previous December--over the veto of then-Governor Smith--and
delegates were elected on February 1. They began to arrive at Washington a month later, on March
1, and would remain in session until early in the morning of March 17. On the second day of the
convention, the delegates approved with no debate the Texas Declaration of Independence, drafted
only the previous day by George Childress and a committee of five. Based primarily on the works
of John Locke and Thomas Jeffereson, it formally established the Republic of Texas (though a full
year would pass until any other nation recognized the Republic, when the United States finally did
so on March 3, 1837). After adopting the Declaration, convention delegates immediately set to
work on a constitution. But as this document was nearing completion, on March 15, news arrived
of the Alamo’s complete destruction. The delegates managed to work through all of the next day
and into the night, adopting the Constitution of the Republic of Texas on March 16 and electing
David G. Burnet as ad interim president. Then on the morning of March 17, on learning that Santa
Anna’s forces were only 60 miles away, they hastily adjourned and fled, with Burnet stuffing the
signed copy of the Declaration into his saddlebags.

After surprising the detachments of Johnson and Grant at San Patricio, Urrea had marched
his troops north across open prairie toward Goliad and its Fort Defiance, manned by a garrison of
more than 400 Texians under command of planter, slave-trader, and West Point dropout Col. James
Fannin. The troops at Goliad had entered the war with high confidence: the fort was strong, they
were well-supplied with food, arms, and munitions, and the arrival of a large party of Americans
on February 12 had bolstered their numbers to what seemed a formidable size. Near the end of
the month, Fannin had prepared to leave Goliad with a force of 320 men and four pieces of artillery
to reinforce Travis at the Alamo. Yet less than a quarter-mile from the gates, one of the ox-drawn
wagons carrying the artillery broke down, then the crossing of the San Antonio River proved more
challenging than the relief force had anticipated. They soon gave up the attempt and returned to
Goliad. Morale within the garrison began a steep decline, along with a loss of confidence in the
capabilities of its commander. In mid-March, Fannin dispatched a company of 28 men to evacuate
colonists at Refugio, about 30 miles to the south. When Urrea’s cavalry surrounded this group in
Refugio’s mission, Fannin sent 120 more. All of the troops of both parties were ultimately killed
or captured, costing Fannin a quarter of his force. Shortly after, he received two letters from Sam
Houston. The first reported the Alamo’s fall; the other ordered him to abandon and destroy Fort
Defiance and to retreat 25 miles east to Victoria, where Houston was regrouping the army. Not
knowing what had happened at Refugio, Fannin resolved carry out the order soon as his missing
troops returned. He waited a full week, long enough for Urrea’s forces to draw near.
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Finally, on March 19, the Texian troops at Goliad began their retreat toward Victoria. But
rather than move rapidly--an urgent necessity given Urrea’s far superior numbers--Fannin and his
men departed with heavy cannons, hundreds of extra guns, and as much of their personal baggage
as they could cart or carry. The going proved so slow that before noon the first morning they were
compelled to leave most of their gear and equipment along the road. The column advanced toward
the woods along Coleto Creek, and when Urrea’s forces came into view, Fannin’s officers pleaded
that they make a sprint for the cover of the treeline. Fannin refused, ordering the company to draw
into a hollow square instead, with the remaining artillery placed on each corner. The Texians held
their own for much of the day, repulsing several Mexican charges, but Urrea’s full army arrived
and quickly surrounded their formation. During the night they ran out of water, whether to slack
their thirst or cool their cannons, and in the morning when the Mexican artillery began to bombard
their exposed position on the plain, Fannin sought to parley. Urrea made clear that he could accept
nothing but an unconditional surrender, while Fannin seems to have understood that Urrea would
persuade Santa Anna to spare the lives of his troops. In any event, the Battle of Coleto Creek, also
known as Llano del Perdido, was nothing short of a disaster for Texas.

The Texian prisoners--more than 350 in all--were marched back and imprisoned inside the
ruined Fort Defiance, and Urrea wrote a letter to Santa Anna appealing to his commander’s sense
of military honor. But Santa Anna was furious that Urrea had taken any prisoners at all, insisting
that he should have left them dead on the battlefield. Referring to the Tornal Decree of December
30, he concluded that there could be no quarter. Urrea, knowing the likely outcome and seeking
to keep the blood from his own hands, had already departed for Victoria, so that when it arrived
on March 26, Santa Anna’s order to execute every Texian fell to his replacement, Col. Jose Nicolas
de la Portilla. The following day, Portilla carried out the command, marching his prisoners to the
banks of the San Antonio River where they were shot at point-blank range. Fannin was the last to
be killed. Having witnessed the slaughter of his men, he asked that he be shot in the chest--not in
the head, that his possessions be sent to his family, and that he be given a Christian burial. Fannin
was shot in the face and stripped of clothes and belongings, after which his body was tossed onto
a pile with rest of the dead and burned. Ofthe men who had departed Fort Defiance under Fannin’s
command, barely more than two dozen are known to have survived.

SAN JACINTO AND ITS AFTERMATH

After the Goliad debacle, the fate of an independent Texas lay almost entirely in the hands
of Sam Houston. And no one knew better than Houston that his Texian Army--an organized force
in name only--was woefully unprepared for a full-on confrontation with the unified Mexican troops
under Santa Anna and Urrea. Despite the protests of his men and the insinuations of cowardice by
Interim President Burnet and other members of the Texian government, Houston did everything
he could to avoid battle. He retreated deeper into Texas, drawing the Mexican Army with him and
lengthening Santa Anna’s already fraying supply lines. For Santa Anna, on the other hand, a quick
end to the war was essential. As president-general, any extended absence from the capitol offered
his enemies there an opportunity to undermine his authority, while leaving the clean-up in Texas
to Urrea meant seeing another return to Mexico with the laurels of victory. To complicate matters
further, his own hand-picked interim president, Miguel Barragan, had died unexpectedly in Mexico
City, leaving the General’s political position vulnerable. So Santa Anna pushed on after Houston’s
ragtag outfit, driving east over more than 200 miles of rough ground.
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Then in April Santa Anna learned that members of the Texian government had abandoned
Washington-on-the-Brazos for Harrisburg, now located within the limits of modern Houston. The
general acted decisively, if rashly, on the news. Without conferring with his staff, he pulled nearly
750 seasoned troops from their units and shot off in haste toward Harrisburg on April 14, intending
to take the rebellion’s political leaders by surprise and bring the insurrection to its end. Arriving
the next day, he found that word of his advance had preceded him by only a few hours; as Mexican
forces watched, President Burnet escaped in a boat bound for Galveston Island, where the rest of
the government had already retreated. For Santa Anna, this was merely an inconvenience, no more
than a delay of the inevitable. With the Texian leaders having essentially imprisoned themselves
on Galveston, all that remained was for him to destroy Houston’s so-called army. Believing that
Houston planned to join the other leaders offshore, Santa Anna burned Harrisburg and pushed on
toward the ferry at Lynchburg Crossing. There he would cut off the retreat.

But Houston’s force was moving toward Harrisburg, not the ferry at Lynchburg. Entering
the still-smoldering town on April 18, they happened upon a Mexican courier carrying information
on all Mexican troops in Texas, as well as plans on their future movements. Houston realized that
for the first time his own forces, now perhaps 800 men, actually outnumbered those who had gone
with Santa Anna in their failed pursuit of the Texian government. Seizing the moment, he extolled
his troops, “Remember the Alamo! Remember Goliad!,” and they sped toward Lynchburg. The
Texians reached Lynch’s Ferry first, on the morning of April 20, and made camp in an oak grove
along the banks of Buffalo Bayou that concealed the size of the force. The Mexicans arrived some
hours later, and against the recommendations of his staff, Santa Anna ordered his men to establish
camp on an open plain near the San Jacinto River. Several skirmishes erupted during the day, but
Houston held his main force in the trees, while Santa Anna pondered how to draw the Texians out
onto the plain. Early the next morning, while Houston slept, General Cos--who had surrendered
the Alamo to Austin six months earlier--reached the Mexican encampment with a contingent that
instantly doubled the number of Mexican troops. Many of the Texians, watching from the treeline
500 yards away, were furious at Houston for not having attacked the day before. But Cos’s men
were inexperienced recruits who had marched 24 hours with no rest or food. Santa Anna believed
that if the Texians had planned to attack, they would have done so in the morning. Since he had
slept little the night before, having overseen the construction of a breastworks, he instructed Cos’s
men to stack their arms and nap, then did likewise himself.

At 3:30 in the afternoon, Houston ordered his men to form up. Only a short distance from
the Mexican line, they moved forward without notice, protected from view by tall grass and a small
hill between the opposing camps. At less than a quarter-mile, Houston--mounted atop a borrowed
white stallion--ordered his cannon to open fire and his infantry to charge. Among the unsuspecting
Mexicans, pandemonium ensued. It took less than 18 minutes for Santa Anna’s forces to abandon
their camp and take flight, although the killing would continue for hours. Houston tried to put an
end to the slaughter, but the atrocities of the Alamo and Goliad were much too fresh in the minds
of the Texians. By the end of the day, at least 650 Mexican soldiers were killed, another 200 were
wounded, and 300 more were taken prisoner. Despite the overwhelming rout, the Texians’ victory
was due almost entirely to the element of surprise and had come against a fraction of the Mexican
Army. The undefeated troops of General Urrea were charging toward San Jacinto, as was the bulk
of the army under General Vicente Filisola--Santa Anna’s second-in-command who to this point
had managed logistics and supplies behind Santa Anna’s advance forces. Badly outnumbered and
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bliran con el fin de acarrear la
ruina y la desgracia @ los objetos
de su encono. Por de contado no
consiguen sa objeto, y el vilipen-
dio cae sobre sus avtores con ma-
yor fuerzu, Presagidmos que tal
serd el reseltado eu el caso pre-
seote. Af.rtwnadamente para la
causa de Tejas, la condicion de
sus asuntus es demasiado bien cu
nocida de la mayoria de nuestrus
ciududanos para gue esta pobiica
cion produzenels « ficto ‘con gue
ge hizo; pero no tenem.os duda de
que causard una sensacion desfa-
vorable per algun  tiempo en el
Qeste, y gue bard vacilar @ michos
qué se bao interesado profindamen-
te en la causa de Tejas, y quese pre-
parabsn 8 prestarle sus auxilios.
A todos estog individoos les ad-
vertirémos gae no se fisn de los
difsmaderes. Istas no son otra co
sa que falsas representaciones de
hambres cojas pianes interesedos
han guededo frustralos, y que eqf
la mayor parte se hucen sin nia-
gun doncenuicnto del verdadero es
tzdo de los negocios sobre ‘que
escriben. Decimos sin ningun tond

¢imiento, pur habéssenos dado iufur
mes exactos de que i uno solo de
esta compaiiia d¢ emigrados estuvo
jemes cerea del ejército, y por con
signiente no pudieron tener mas
fundamentos que las concepciones
de su imaginacion fécul para lo
que dicen cep relacion a.¢!, Ellos
en realidad, sabian mencs acerca
del esado del ¢jército por la dis

tancia & que se hallaban y el mo-
do iudirecto de comunicacion. qoe
lo que uosotros sabemos en Nueva
Orleans.

~——E| mayor Fesgusen, secreta:
vio del ejecutivo de T-jis, llegd
& esta ciudad anteayer, en la go
leta Coronei Faoning, procedeuts
de Velasco, |

——Paris agosto 8 —Dice el Ti

mes, que el debae d=la camara
de los comunes dé alguna luz so-
bre el asunto de T:jas, y los mo
tivos de. los- habitantes de aquel
pais para querer separacse de M=

xiwo, Los Tejanvs desean perpe-
tuar la anomalia social garantiza

da por la republica modelo en sus
Jeyes, y esta no quiere otra cosa
sino afadir Tejas & sus demas es-
tados. La respuesta de Lor Pal
merston no es satisfactoria. Si In-
glaterra intenta intervenir € im:
pedir la extencion del comercio de
estlavos, debia hacerle de una ves|
Ahora es solo cuando el influjo de

do Tejas pertenezca 6 tos Estados
Unidos ya serd demaciado farde,
. Comercial Bulletin
Diarie det Gubierno

MEJICO NOVIEMBRE 29 pr 1836,

r

_[‘enemns la satisfaccion de
exibir al piblico, para sn inte-
ligencia y fires consiguientss, (co=
mo st dice en las comupicacio
nes oficiales) la eportuna protesta
del presidente de la repiblica, ge:
neral D). Aatonio Lopez de San-
t'—Anna, ofreciendo copiar tam-
bien (i la podemos adquirir) la
contestacion qae tavo por conve
mente dar D G Barnet (7 pre

»Secretariy paticular del pre-
sidente de la repdblica mexicana,
genera) en ¢ f@ del ejercito  de
operacipne- "’

Yo Antonio Lopez de San-
ta-Acoa. presidente de la repd
bilca de Mexico y general en ge
fe del ejeicito de operaciones sv
bre T:jas, comparesco por medio
de este documento oficial ante el
gobierno interino del pueblo te-
jaio, con el abjoto de manif:s:
tarle, que estoy resutlto 4 pa
tentizar al maundo civilizado la si-
goiente protesta-”

. y.Protesto contra la violacion
de la fe empenada en el convenio
hecho enire mi y el gobierne de
T jas, firmado el dia 14 de Mayo
altimo, y que vomenzd verbalmen
te con el general en gefe del ejer-
cito de Tejas, Samuel Howston,
y T J Rsk, secretario de guer
ra, en el cual se ha estipulado
lo signiente.”

Protesto primero, por haber
sido tratado mas bien comoe un
criminal ordinario, que como un
prisionero de guerra, siendo g-fe
de una nacion respetable, aun des
pues de los principios de los cou
veaios

2.2 ,,Protesto contra el tra-
to .que secibo como prisionero de
guerra, y tambien contra el in-
sulto que ha recibido el geaeral
meXicane Adrian Woll, quien ha
bia“ ido al campo tejano en cali.
dad de parlumentario bajo la sal:
vaguardia y palabra de hoocr del
genernl Houston y con el con-
sentimiento de Jos miembros del
gabinete.” - 4

3.° ,,Protesto contra la no

aquel pais y de otras potencias eu
ropé.s puede gervir-de algo. Cuan-

|ejecucion del caoge de les pri-

‘sioneres, estipnlada en e} 9. ar-

s1lenze de la repiblica tejanatl! &3

ticulo, por cuamto que hasta el
presente ningun mexicano prisio-,
nero de guerra se ha puesto en
libertad, & pesar de la que se ha da-
do & todos los tejames que esta-
ban en poder del ejército de mi
mando."”

4.° Protesto cotra el oine
qua non del 10.° articulo, que
no ha sido ejecutado, que dice
que seré enviado & Veracruz cuan-
do el gobierno lo tenga por con-
veniente, atendiendo que el presi-
dente mismo y su gabinete, es-
tan convencidos que he cumpli-
dgo puntualmente con mis prome-
sas, que son las siguientes: que
el ejército mexicano, compuesto de
cuatro mil hembres, se retiraria
de la posicion que ocupaba so-
hre el Rio Brazos hasta mas alld
del Rio Grande: que todas “las
propiedades serian restituidas, co-
mo tambien los prisioneros de
guerra: que se habia determina-,
du embarcarme 4 bordo de la gole-
ta de guerra tejana invencible, en
la cual me embarqué fiualmente
el 1.° de junio, despues de ha-
berme despedide do los tejanos, .
dirigiendoles una corta arenga, en
la cual les manifestaba wi eterna
gratitud por sa generosa conducta:”’
5,° ,,Cootra el acto de vio«
lencia cometida - en mi persona,
y -al " abuso que hé sido espues-
to, forzandeme 4 regresar 4 tierra
el 4 del actual, puramente por-
que ciento treinta voluutarios, ba«
jo el mando del general T. J.
Gre:n, recientemente desembarca-
dos en las playas de Velasco, pro-
cedentes de Nueva-Orleans, ha-
bian pedido tumultuariamente y
y. con amenazas, Gu2 mi persona
fuese puesta & su disposicion, coya
entrega se ejecutd, ea el mismo
dia- en que el gobieruo recibio
del geaeral Filisola la contestas
cion en que manifestaba que ha-
bia estrictamente cumplido con lo
que se estipuld en el convenio.
Repito qu= protesto cantra la con-
descendencia del presidente y su
gabinete, dando sus drdenes 4 es.
te efecto, v por medio de esta
medida se ha hecho un’ espeta-
culo de mi persona é estos hom-
bres, come autiguamente se hacia
con los gefes de las naciones con «
quistadas, consideraudoles come
trofeos de sus victorias; con Jai
d:ferencia que en mis circunstanciug
un tratado solemne me protegia‘

»Por ultimo, protesto cou-
tra la violencia & mi persona, ha-
biendoseme puesto en una estrecha”
prision, ' rodeado ‘de centinelas, y

Exerpt from La Opinion No. 166 (December 16), with Santa Anna’s list of protests to Texas President
David G. Burnet on June 9, 1836 (from Telegraph and Texas Register No. 32, October 4)
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with far less training and combat experience, the Texian Army would be no match against these
combined forces in a pitched battle. Houston’s choices were to order another retreat and face both
the wrath of his government and a likely mutiny by his own men or to gamble Texas independence
on the fervor of his troops and their penchant for overcoming remarkably bad odds. Fortunately
for Houston, Santa Anna would offer an alternative.

Texian troops captured the president-general of Mexico the following day, April 22. Santa
Anna had spent the night hiding in the marsh, and in the morning had come across an abandoned
cabin where he traded his fine general’s uniform for a simple pair of trousers and a private’s light
jacket. He made a few miles on foot but was spotted by a party of Texians on horseback. Having
satisfied their bloodlust the day before, they marched him back to the camp without realizing who
they had just taken prisoner. Santa Anna’s ruse unraveled upon arrival in the Texian camp, where
his troops--prisoners like himself--greeted their leader with calls of “El Presidente!” Most of the
Texians would have killed the architect of Tornel’s Decree immediately and without mercy, but
Houston saw an opportunity. He would spare Santa Anna’s life if the Mexican commander could
accept his status as a prisoner of war. Not only did Santa Anna agree, but he replied that he had
tired of war and was prepared to negotiate the boundaries of Mexico and Texas. Houston was no
fool and knew that Mexico would likely reject any terms negotiated by their dictator while he was
being held as a prisoner of war with a literal gun to his head. Instead he obtained a concession of
more practical significance in the moment: Santa Anna dictated a letter to Filisola ordering that he
withdraw his forces to Béxar and that Urrea pull back to Guadalupe Victoria. Had either general
defied their commander’s order as the ploy of a man putting self before country, then the fates of
Mexico and Texas would doubtless have unfolded quite differently. But neither did, and although
the details would require rounds of diplomacy, saber rattling, and occasional bloodshed, Texas had
gained its liberty, which Mexico would never seriously threaten again.

Santa Anna signed two Treaties of Velasco on May 14, one public and one private. In both
he agreed not to take up arms against Texas again during its war for independence, and nor would
he use his influence to have others do so. The Mexican Army was to cease hostilities and withdraw
from the territory of Texas, to the other side of the Rio Grande. And as soon as it should be deemed
proper, General Santa Anna would be returned to Veracruz. As it happened, Texas did not deem
it proper to release the General back into Mexico until February 1837. Meanwhile, the Mexican
government refused either to ratify any part of the treaty or to recognize Texas as an independent
nation, nor would it until the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended the Mexican-American War in
1848. But in 1836, few Mexicans or Texians believed the war was truly over, and most of Santa
Anna’s forces clamored to return to the fight. The sharpest rebukes, ironically, fell on Filisola for
following Santa Anna’s order to retreat. In Mexico City, he was stripped of his rank, with Urrea
promoted to commander of the army. In a matter of months Urrea raised a force of 6000 troops at
Matamoros for the reconquest of Texas, but they were directed instead to put down a series of
federalist revolts across the Mexican interior. When Santa Anna returned to Mexico in 1837, Urrea
turned against his former commander, taking the field against him at the Battle of Mazatlan. Yet
Santa Anna managed to prevail and would command Mexican forces against the United States a
decade later. Losing Texas to Houston was painful, but his loss to General Zachary Taylor would
cost Mexico 55% ofits total territory. Sam Houston was elected the first president of the Republic
of Texas on September 5, 1836, defeating Stephen Austin handily. And in 1848, when the United
States made Texas its 28th state, he was elected one of its first two senators.
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LA OPINION, PERIODICO OFICIAL

At the time of the Texas Revolution, La Opinion, periodico oficial del gobierno superior
de San Luis Potosi, appears to have been the only newspaper published in San Luis Potosi. As its
name suggests, it was the official newspaper of the state government, printed at the government
printing office by Jos¢ Maria Infante. Infante had printed an earlier periodical, E/ Yunque de la
Libertad (Anvil of Freedom), from 1832 until beginning production of La Opinion in 1834. La
Opinion itself would continue until 1837. As with most Mexican periodicals of this era, surviving
copies of La Opinion are quite scarce. We trace only six institutions with any holdings, including
extras and supplements: [Yale, 89 issues; SMU, 7 issues (all 1835); Bancroft, 2 issues (both late
1836); UTexas, 1 issue (1837); UTSA, 1 issue (1834); and Huntington, 1 extra (1836)]. The long
file of 55 issues and extras that we offer here--all dating from January 1 to December 15, 1836--is
second only to that held by Yale. Yet the collection at Yale includes only 39 issues and extras for
1836, and fewer than half of these (19) date to the war months of January to June. In contrast, our
run contains 29 issues and extras from this same period, nearly half of which are unique. For the
entire year, our run lacks only six issues: Nos. 122, 127, 141, 150, 167, and 168.

We have traced no comparable run of any 1836 Mexican periodical ever offered at auction
or in the trade, and the only such record we have located in an American institution is the 1836 file
of Diario del Gobierno de la Republica Mexicana (Mexico City) at the Library of Congress. This
is no small detail in documenting the history of the Texas Revolution as it unfolded, as the only
Texian newspaper during these war months, the Telegraph and Texas Register, issued no numbers
from March 24 to August 2. Our file of La Opinion and the file of Diaro del Gobierno at LOC
are thus among the most complete periodical records of the war. In 1963, Edward Eberstadt
& Sons offered an extensive run of the Telegraph in their monumental Catalogue 162, which was
devoted entirely to Texas. No less an authority than Archibald Hanna observed in his forward to
the catalogue that he considered this file to be the best item in a remarkable list. Priced at $7500
(more than $110,000 today), it was also the most expensive. But the Eberstadt file began with the
issue for August 2, weeks after the war had ended. In the past 25 years, several issues of both the
Telegraph and La Opinion have appeared at auction. Post-war issues of the former have sold for
$2000-4000. In 2024, the April 29 issue of La Opinion (No. 132), with waterstaining and a tattered
top edge but containing Interim President José Justo Corro’s repeal of the Tornel Decree, brought
$10,800 at Heritage Auctions. In 2025, also at Heritage, four more 1836 issues brought a total of
$12,375. The only other war-date issue or extra of La Opinion in commerce appears to have been
the January 2 Alcance (extra) of No. 129, reporting the departure of Santa Anna’s army from San
Luis, which made $56 at Anderson Galleries in 1922 ($4880 today).

As a group, the issues of La Opinion that we offer here are in exceptional condition. All
are untrimmed with wide margins on laid or wove paper, and although a few issues have old stab
holes along the left margin, there is no evidence that any were ever bound. Apart from occasional
marginal waterstains, nearly all of these issues are unstained, unfoxed, and in very good condition
or better. Most issues contain information on the events in Texas, but given that such news either
had to cross the Chihuahuan Desert or travel from Mexico City before reaching San Luis, there is
often a one-to-two week lag between the date when an event occurred and the date of its appearing
in print. Texas-related material includes first-hand reports on the progress of the war--often from
well-known participants such as Santa Anna and Urrea, but also from common officers; laws and
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decrees from Mexico City pertaining to the war; and editorials offering local (and usually critical)
perspectives on Texian outrages.

Some highlights include (recorded copies in [ ]; apparently unique unless so noted):
No. 115, January 2, Alcance: Broadside announcing Santa Anna’s departure from San Luis

Potosi to confront revolutionaries in Texas. Anderson Galleries described it in 1922 as “A fiery
broadside wherein the Texans are characterized as ‘vile foreign ingrates’ [Huntington].

No. 116, January 8: Front page contains an early printing of the Tornel Decree, stating that any
foreigner combatants captured in Texas would be treated as pirates and summarily executed.
Streeter could find no surviving example of a Mexico City printing, and this printing from San
Luis is three days earlier than Streeter’s own copy of a Tamaulipas printing [Yale].

No. 118, January 22: Pages 2-3 contain a long and detailed account of military actions at sea
involving Texian Navy officer William Hurd and his armed schooner, San Felipe.

No. 119, January 29: Front page contains decree that new commandancias will be established in
Coahuila and Tejas to prevent the revolt from spreading [ Yale; another copy sold at Heritage in
2025 for $4000].

No. 120, February 5: Pages 1-3 contain the only known Spanish translation and Mexican printing
of the first message delivered by Texas governor Henry Smith on Nov. 16, 1835. An English-
language broadside of the message printed at San Felipe de Austin brought $18,750 at Heritage
in 2018. Accompanied on pages 3-4 by a long editorial response to Smith’s message [Yale].

No. 121, February 12: Pages 1-4 contain Spanish translations of accounts regarding the ill-fated
Texian expedition against Tampico in November 1835 [Yale].

No. 121, February 15, Alcance: Unrecorded broadside providing an account of fifty Texian
colonists who fled after an aborted attack on the city of Mier in January and were captured by the
citizens of Ciudad Guerrero. Gen. Francisco Vital Fernandez raising an auxiliary division of 500
troops at Matamoros.

No. 124, March 10, Suplemento: Unrecorded broadside printing a February 27 letter from Urrea
to Santa Anna that reports his successful surprise attack on Texian forces at San Patricio. Urrea
writes that 16 Texians were killed and 21 taken prisoner, and that he also took their flag. He
concludes: “Ahora me ocupa en buscar al Dr. Grant parece se halla con 50 rifleros.” Urrea
would surpise Grant’s party on March 1, killing 40 (including Grant) and capturing six more.

No. 125, March 11: Announces the unexpected death of Interim President Miguel Barraga at
Mexico City on March 1.

No. 128, April 1: Front page contains Santa Anna’s announcement of victories in Bexar, noting
that he had made an example of the rebels: “era necesario contener y castigar tamafia osadia, y ya
en S. Patricio, y Lipautlitan, y esta Ciudad [Bexar] se han presentado ejémplares consiguientes a
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tanta temeridad.” Page 2 contains his March 6 report on the destruction of the Alamo, including

having seen the corpses of Bowie, Travis, and Crockett. Page 3 contains a Spanish translation of
R. M. Williamson’s famous letter to Travis at the Alamo, ending “P. S. For God’s sake, hold out

until we can help you” (Por Dios sostenganse Vdes. hasta que los podamos ausiliar).

No. 130, April 15: Page 4 contains an account of the Alamo from an officer of the 1st battalion
of San Luis who had since joined Urrea’s division [Yale; another copy sold at Heritage in 2025
for $4500].

No. 131, April 22: Pages 1-2 contain an April 4 account from the Port of Matamoros describing
the most important naval engagement of the war, an encounter between the Mexican man-of-war
General Bravo and the Texian schooner /nvincible. Page 2 publishes a report on the victory at
Coleto Creek by Rafael de Lovara from Refugio on March 21. Pages 2-3 carry the longer report
of Urrea to Santa Anna on the Goliad Campaign and Fannin’s surrender, including the fact that
Urrea had taken 600 prisoners. Page 3 also contains a March 23 letter from Urrea reporting on
the surrender of William Ward’s Georgia Brigade near Guadalupe Victoria [Yale].

No. 132, April 29: Front page contains the April 9 decree of Interim President José Justo Corro
repealing the Tornel Decree of December 30, 1835, replacing the sentence of death for captured
Texian rebels with a sentence of banishment [copy sold at Heritage in 2024 for $10,800].

No. 134, May 13: Front page contains an April 27 report from Matamoros detailing the advances
of Mexican forces against the Texian rebels, concluding that “From the tenor of all that we have
seen and has been written about Texas, it must be inferred that by now the Mexican nation will
have recovered that precious part of its territory which, with the blackest ingratitude, had been
usurped by its new settlers” (Del tenor de cuanto hemos visto y se escribe sobre Tejas, debe
inferirse que 4 la fecha he bré recobrado la nacién mejica na aquilla preciosa parte de su
territorio que con la mas negra ingratitud, habian usurpado sus nuevos pobledores) [ Yale].

No. 136, May 27: Pages 1-2 contain several reports of the Mexican defeat at San Jacinto and the
dramatic news of Santa Anna’s capture [Yale]

No. 137, June 3: Front page contains José Justo Corro’s announcements to Tornel that the war
against the Texians will continue and that the Mexican government will refuse to recognize any
agreements made by Santa Anna while imprisoned. Until the president’s safe return, all flags are
to be flown at half-mast in military contexts and black crepe ribbons will be tied to all flags of
the Army corps [Yale].

No. 138, June 10: Front page contains Tornel’s announcement that a Legion of Honor is to be
established for veterans of the Texas War [Yale].

No. 138, June 14, Alcance: Unrecorded broadside warning against anarchists using Santa Anna’s
capture as a pretext for overturning the Supreme Government.

No. 139, June 17: Pages 2-3 contain an attack on Filisola for following Santa Anna’s order to
retreat and a spirited letter from Urrea to his troops on June 5 pressing a return to the fight.
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No. 142, July 8: Page 4 contains a July 1 statement issued by officers of the Mexican Army at
Matamoros, admonishing any anarchists and would-be dictators emboldened by Santa Anna’s
capture and proclaiming “Let the wretch who interrupts the tranquility and public order to hinder
its operations against external enemies prepare his neck!” [Yale, another copy sold at Heritage in
2025 (with No. 144) for $3875].

No. 143, July 13: Pages 2-3 contain a two-page table listing all of the citizens of San Luis Potosi
who have made financial contributions to the war with Texas and the amounts given. We trace
no other publication of this table or any of the information it contains [Yale].

No. 144, July 19, Alcance: Unrecorded broadside announcing Gen. Valentin Canalizo’s total
victory over the rebels in Oaxaca on July 13. This was one of the internal rebellions that made it
difficult for Mexico’s central government to continue the war in Texas.

No. 147, August 26: Pages 2-3 contain a two-page table listing all casualties (dead and wounded)
suffered by the 1st Battalion of San Luis Potosi at the Alamo, Llano el Perdido (Battle of Coleto
and Goliad Campaign), and the occupation of Brazoria. We trace no other publication of this
table or any of the information it contains.

No. 152, September 9: Pages 2-3 reprint a proclamation by Texian Brig. Gen. Thomas Green of
June 27: “Proclamation to the Free People of Texas. Your enemy, the Mexican, is again on the
western border threatening to annihilate the men, women, and children of Texas.” Commentary
on the proclamation follows.

No. 153, September 16: Pages 2-3 reprint an order by Texian Brig. Gen. and Secretary of War
Thomas Jefferson Rusk of May 10: “Do you have confidence in the enemy with whom you are
fighting? Can you have confidence in Santa Anna who killed your brothers and friends in la
Bahia?” Commentary on the proclamation follows [Yale, Bancroft].

No. 159, October 28. Pages 3-4 contain a “Manifesto” signed at Matamoros on October 16 by
more than a dozen Mexican officers, demanding an order to return to the campaign to defeat the
rebels of Texas and to rescue Santa Anna [Yale].

No. 162, November 19: Page 2 reprints stories from New Orleans newspapers detailing discord
among the Texians, including reports of Generals Lamar and Rusk accusing President Burnet of
treason for desiring to free Santa Anna. Page 3 reprints from the Telegraph a letter by Stephen
F. Austin of August 4, detailing his candidacy for President of Texas [Yale].

No. 166, December 15: Pages 2-3 contain the list of protests that Santa Anna presented to Texas
President David G. Burnet on June 9, 1836, together with Burnet’s response (translated from the
Telegraph and Texas Register No. 32, October 4) [Yale, Bancroft].

Altogether, this extensive file of La Opinion offers a nearly unparalleled record of the Texas
Revolution--through the lens of the Mexican press--for the entire decisive year of 1836. We
do not believe that any comparable source has ever been offered in commerce.
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SOLD.
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@l num. 115. de la Opinion.

INLBOINIOIBIO TN

SAN LUIS POTOSI ENERO 2 DE 1836.

Hoyi las cinco de la maiiana ha sa-
lido de esta Capital el Exmo Sr. General Pre-
sidente D. Antonio Leopez de Santa Anna con
direccion & Leena Vicario para seguir luego
su marcha sobre Tejas

Durante un mes que ha permanecido en
esta Capital, sus auteridades y vecindario han
tenido lugar de observar el mode franco,
afable y politico eon que el Exmo Sr. Pre-
sidente ha tenido la bondad de manifestarse ge-
peralmente, aceptando con gusto los obsequios
que en Palacio, en el Teatro y Plaza de
Toros se le han hecho, grangeandose de esta
manera el mas rélevante aprecio de este ve-
cindario.

Su marcha se ha visto con general

sentimiento, sin embargo de que el objeto no-

- ble que lo conduce 4 Tejas lo disminuye, y -

mas la esperanza procsima de que regrese triun-
fante de los viles estrangeros que han turba-
do la tanquilidad de nuestro paiz é intentan
desmembrarlo.

Los cuerpes que han marchado sobre los
invasores y los que aun estan al llegar com-
pondrén de ocho 4 diez mil, no carabinas, sino
SOLDADOS MEXICANOS, valientes siempre
en la campaiia, y mas cvando se trata de defender
contra extrangeros ingratos el honor nacional y

la integridad del Territorio. Van al campo los

valientes generales Filisola, Andrade, Amador,
Arago, Castrilldn, Woll, Ramirez y Sssma, G o
na, Tolsa y con ellos otros gefes y oficiales ne
menos ilustres que en diversas campainas tienen
aereditada su intrepidéz y patriotismo. ‘

Los recursos pecuriarios durante este mes
han sido sobrados en la Sub-Comisaria para
pagar hasta fines del presente enero las tro-
pas que han salido, ademés de surtirlas de ves-
tuario y cuanto han necesitado para hacer lle-
vaderas las penalidades de la campana, En.
traron en dicha eficina 519 000 ps. yse han re-
partido 314.000 ps. quedando de fondo mas de
200.000 con los que y lo mas que en adelan-
te ingresara hay suficiente para ir llenando los
gastos de esta espedicion,

San Luis ha debido al Exmo. Sr. Presi-
dente las mas espresivas demostracionesl de apre-
cio por los recursos fobrados de gente y dinero
que en ¢l se le han presentado, y San Luis por
medio de sus autoridades ha protestado Bo eco-
nomizar medio algune de auxiliar la empresa
nacional 4 que marcha el Ejercito. Los Poto-
sinos deben gloriarse de no ser los dltimos en
manifestar cuanto estiman la dignidad de uaa
Patria ultrajada por el atrevimiento de extran-

geros que abrigaba como hijos en su seno, y

que Je han correspondido com Ja mas negra
ingratitud.— EE.

Imprenta del Gobierne 4 carge del Ciudadane José Maria Infantes.



